Lesson Two

Learning About Jesus From God

(Messianic Psalms)

(Psalms 2, 45, 72, 87, 110)

(partial—16, 22, 40, 68, 69, 97, 118)

I once was asked about an event that had taken place at our school.  A teacher asked and wanted to know because she had been told that everyone in our class had been involved.  Many of the class had been involved in a prank that had ended up damaging the surface of our football field.  Since I lived in Texas, where football is more important that eating, this was quite a big deal.  There was a problem, though, I had not been at the event and really did not know what was going on.  That did not stop me from trying to tell the teacher what happened.  As I was telling my fictitious version of what had gone on, someone came in and began to tell what had actually happened.  I looked very foolish.

There are a number of people in our world, and even many cults and religions, that want to try to tell people about Jesus.  The problem is they do not know Him and are getting the story all wrong.  In this lesson, we will read and study some psalms that tell of God’s plan for sending a Messiah to save His people from their sins.  We will get the true story of God’s plan directly from the Holy Spirit that inspired the writing of the Psalms.

Have you ever come into a room and heard the middle of a conversation and made a wrong assumption about what was being discussed?  If so, describe the situation.

How did you feel when you found out what was really being said?

Messianic Psalms

Purpose:  The purpose of Messianic Psalms was to encourage the people by reminding them that God was going to complete His plan for their redemption.  God would send His Son, the Messiah, to save them and to set up His Kingdom on earth.  In many of the Messianic Psalms, there is a reference to the earthly king that comes from the line of David.  This king would be great and would reign until the coming of the King of Heaven.  This would be a great encouragement to a people that would periodically be judged and found wanting.

Features of Messianic Psalms:  While not all Messianic Psalms will have all of the features listed below, they are listed below as they are indicators that you are reading and studying a Messianic Psalm.


1. Use of the term “king” – Messianic Psalms are actually a subset of a larger group of Psalms known as Royal Psalms or Psalms of the king.  For the purpose of this study, we will be dealing with the Royal Psalms by their other aspects, lament, didactic, etc.
2. Use of the term “Anointed One” – this the term that we translate as Messiah.  In these Psalms, the term may be “anointed one” or in the verb form, “anoint”, “anointed”, “to anoint”.  This was the act whereby the person was set aside for a specific office or position or purpose.  The coming of the Son of God would require a specific person that would be called to a specific purpose.

3. Use of the name of David – the Messianic Psalms have a two-fold focus or purpose.  They look forward to an immediate king, David, while they also look forward to an eschatological king (end times King Jesus).  This is because God had made a promise to David that he would always have a descendant on the throne (See 1 Kings 11:36; 2 Kings 8:19).  God’s immediate and future fulfillment of these promises would come through the one to come.
4. A relationship between king and the Lord – When the people of Israel came out of Egypt, they had no king other than God.  They rebelled against God and He allowed them to have a king, but the people still were the Lord’s chosen people, so it would make sense that the Lord would have contact with the earthly leader of His people.  In the life of the Messiah to come, this would hold true as well.
5. Military victories of the king – By reminding the people of the military victories of the earthly kings they served, the writer of the Psalm was also pointing them forward to the victories the coming conquering king would enjoy.  This would have been an important part of worship in the lives of the Jews after they went into exile and had no land to call their own.
6. The righteousness or justice of the nation during the reign of the king – This is much more than just looking back over their history with rose colored glasses.  This was, again, a reminder of how things had been when they had a king, like David, who had been righteous.  (Note:  the word for righteousness actually meant the ability to make informed decisions with equality and justice).  The people would look forward to the time when they were able to enjoy this type of leadership again.
Again, while not all Messianic Psalms will contain all of the features listed above, the presence of one or more of these features is a fairly reliable indication you are reading a Messianic Psalm.  Next, we will study Psalm 2, a Messianic Psalm, we will do this utilizing the method listed in the introduction.
Overall Effect of the Psalm

After reading the psalm in various translations of the Bible, the following is noted about the effect of the psalm:

· The writer, who is not identified in the superscript, is involved in a time when nations are coming against Israel.
· The nations of the earth have combined forces to come against Israel.
· The nations are breaking away from Israel’s rule over them indicating a time when Israel was strong.

· The writer has a definite sense of invulnerability for the kingdom.

· The Psalm is written from the perspective of the king.

· The writer is calling other nations to bow down and worship God’s Son.

Note:  While you may not have gotten all of these  points, or may have had others, the point is that you read the psalm with an eye to see the important aspects of the psalm and measure the overall effect of the psalm based upon what you find there.  

· The overall effect of the Psalm is confidence in God as He works His plan for deliverance of His people from their enemies.

Structure of the Psalm

Having looked for the overall effect of this Messianic Psalm, next we will attempt to outline the Psalm with a functional outline.  Don’t worry if your outline does not match exactly, but you need to know why you outlined it the way you did.

I. The rebellion of the kings of the nations (1-3)

II. The reaction of the King of Glory (4-6)

III. The recitation of the king of Israel (7-9)

IV. The repentance of salvation (10-12)

Features of the Psalm and Their Effect

The features of each type of psalm will differ.  The features for a Messianic Psalm are listed above.  Simply look through the list of possible features and see if you can locate them in this particular psalm.  Keep in mind that not every psalm will have every feature.  This is where we turn a corner and begin to get more subjective with the Psalm.  This asks the reader to look at the Psalm and give their reaction to the figures of speech.  Simply list those you find and your reactions to each one.  See below for the examples from Psalm 2:

Use of the term “king”:

“But as for me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain” (v.6)

· God is responding to the challenge of the kings of the earth by telling them that they may want to rise up and rebel against the king of Israel, but they need to know that God is the One Who set up the king of Israel.  God put the king on the top of the physical mountain, in Jerusalem, but also upon the spiritual mountain of His power.  This is a pretty strong statement that the kings of the earth had better give up their pointless rebellion or face the consequences.

Use of the term “Anointed One”:

“The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His anointed, saying,” (v. 2)

· This is not only a description of the current situation the writer finds himself in, but also a future prediction that the kings of the earth will gather together to try to throw off the oppression of a God that demands they worship Him and behave according to His code of conduct.  While we may be tempted to place this only in one timeframe or the other (the time of the writing or only the future), it applies equally to both and should not be limited in scope.  This looks forward to a day even worse than we are experiencing today.

Use of the name David:

(None)

A relationship between the king and the Lord:

“”…against the Lord and His Anointed…” (v. 2)

· This shows the relationship between the king and the Lord is one in which the Lord chose the king and put him in power and the king belongs to the Lord.  The king is anointed by God for a specific purpose and is called to that purpose by God.  This would be a crucial ingredient for a people that was used to seeing kings climb over themselves to rise to power through execution or conquering.
“But as for me, I have installed my king…”(v. 6)

· Same as example above.  This time, the relationship is of the Lord directing the one that directs the people.  This would be important to the Israelites as they changed kings so often (See ½ Kings)
“”…He said to Me, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten You.” (v. 7)
· This also shows possession, but this time it is the possession of a son that belongs because God is His father or ancestor.   This identifies the future king as God’s Son.  This means that God is going to use this situation to teach principles about the future.  This would be a great encouragement to a people that may have been in exile.

Military victories (past or future) of the king:

“Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!” (v. 3)

· This would indicate that the nations had been conquered and had become subjects of Israel at some time prior to this.  This would serve as an encouragement be reminding the people of Israel of their former glory as they lived for and served God.

“”You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware.”(v. 9)

· This was the prophecy of a future victory that would be complete and terrible.  The rod of iron would shatter earthenware pots like they were not even there.  This is an important promise both to Israel of their future under subsequent kings, but also to those that belong to God as it tells of the complete future victory of the Son over His enemies.  We are on the winning side!  That should be a great encouragement.

“Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way,…” (v. 12)

· This tells the people they only have two choices.  They can bow down and worship the Son.  (To pay homage is to worship and bow before.)  If they choose not to worship, they will perish.  For a people accustomed to the up and down of serving God and then not, this would provide a powerful motivation for making a choice to follow God.

The righteousness or justice of the nation during the reign of the king:
(None)

· The summary of this Psalm is the day is coming when the Son of God will rule over this world completely.  You can choose to be on His side or not.  His side is the winning side.  The other side is going to lose badly.  Make your choice today.

Themes and Theology in the Psalm

This is the part where people have a tendency to be intimidated just a little.  Most people think that theology is only something for the theologian.  Actually the definition of theology is simply the study of God.  Every time you read God’s word, you are studying God and, hence, are a theologian.  What we are looking for in this section is (1) what does the Psalm say about God and (2) what does it say about our relationship with Him?

· This psalm describes God as more powerful than all of the kings of the earth combined.

· This psalm describes God as intensely interested in the welfare and protection of His people, His kingdom and His world.

· The psalm describes God as all knowing and not fretting over the rebellion of sinful people.
· The psalm describes God as being in charge of the political maneuverings of our world.

· The psalm describes the entire world, and its population, being at the mercy of God.

· The psalm describes God as not being patient with sinful man forever and of His judgment day that is coming soon.

· This psalm describes the relationship between us and God as people to savior, if we belong to Him.

· This psalm describes the relationship between us and God as part of the inheritance God is going to give His Son at end of time.

· This psalm describes the relationship between us and God as subject to master and son to father.

· This psalm describes the relationship between us and God as those that are sheltered by His power and might and love when the difficult times come.

One last question,

How Do I Apply This to My Life?

This will be the most personal answer and may not come right when you are studying the psalm.  Other times, it will be so obvious that you will know the answer to this question before you know the others.  Below is some of the possible ways this could be applied:

· I need to take stock and see whose side I am on.  If I find I am not on the Lord’s side, I had better find out how to get on His side.

· If I am concerned about the turmoil going on in my family, work or world, because of my faith in Christ, I can rest assured God is in control.

· I do not need to be so alarmed about the way the rest of the world looks at me for my faith in Christ.

· How do I see God?  Is He all-powerful, all-knowing, ever-present?  How does my life and my behavior and actions indicate I believe this?

· What does it mean that I belong to God?

· What areas of my life reflect I am a child of God?

· What areas do not?

· Do I have any family or friends that need to know about Jesus?

· What will I do about it?

As you can tell from this study of Psalm 2, this is not a casual glance of a nice passage, with a few fleeting thoughts.  This is a study of this Psalm to ascertain God’s will for both including it in the Bible, and also for having you read it.  Now let’s try this process on another Psalm.  This time, you work through the answers on your own.  You may wish to copy the following worksheet into a notebook or make copies to allow you to work through it.  You have permission to do so.

It’s My Turn

Psalm:  Psalm 45

Author:   Sons of Korah

Read through the Psalm in different translations and list the translations read below:

Overall Effect of the Psalm

When I read through this Psalm, what is the big picture that is presented here?  What is the Psalm trying to teach?
Structure of the Psalm

Outline the Psalm as best you can or just write down significant thoughts contained in the Psalm.
Features of the Psalm

Use of the term “king”:

Use of the term “Anointed One”: 

Use of the name David:

Relationship between the king and the Lord:

Military victories of the king:

The righteousness or justice of the nation during the reign of the king:
Themes and Theology in the Psalm

How Do I Apply This to My Life?

After you work through the Psalm on your own, you may turn to the back of the lesson for an example of answers to these questions, about the Psalm.

For additional study:

If you would like more practice on studying and understanding Messianic Psalms, consider working through some of the remaining Messianic Psalms.

Share what you have learned from this lesson with someone that may not be studying with you.

Psalm:  Psalm 45

Author:   Sons of Korah

Read through the Psalm in different translations and list the translations read below:

Overall Effect of the Psalm

When I read through this Psalm, what is the big picture that is presented here?  What is the Psalm trying to teach?

· There is a decidedly positive mood in this Psalm.
· There is an element of loving worship in this Psalm.
· God is presented as all-powerful in military might.
· The Psalm mentions the queen from Ophir as a person the people would recognize as beautiful.
· There is much made about gold and fragrances and embroidery.  All of these images add together to give this an adoring feel.

· God is praised for His justice righteousness as much, or more, than His military might.
· There is an eternal optimism in this Psalm, which seems to indicate it was written at a time of prosperity for the nation of Israel.

· The superscription says this is a song of love and adoration of the King.

All of these elements combine to produce a song that would be both a reminder and a celebration of the relationship that the people of Israel enjoyed with their God.  It would also look forward with extreme optimism for that relationship to be perpetuated for all time.  By extension, this Psalm reminds us of the special relationship that we, as the church and bride of Christ, enjoy with Him and will for eternity.  It is a great encouragement when down or doubting or when being persecuted for my faith.
Structure of the Psalm

Outline the Psalm as best you can or just write down significant thoughts contained in the Psalm.
I. Readiness to Worship (1)

II. Reasons for Worship (2-9)

III. Request to Join in Worship (10-12)

IV. Response to Worship (13-17)
Features of the Psalm

Use of the term “king”:

“…I address my verses to the King…” (v. 1)
· This is obviously a poem written, not about the King, but to the King.  That makes this intimate as well as a declaration of what the King is like.

“…You arrows are in the heart of the King’s enemies.” (v. 5)
· This is a statement that the King is able to, and in fact has already done so, conquer all of His enemies without even having to oppose them in person, but can defeat them even from a distance.  The fact that the arrows pierce the heart tells us that the enemies are killed.

“Kings’ daughters are among Your noble ladies;…” (v. 9)

· This is a statement of the majesty of the King.  This is a statement of worship, standing and value placed on the reputation of the King.  It means that the daughters of other kings are common courtiers to the King of Kings.  It shows the might of the King.
“Then the King will desire your beauty.”  (v. 11)

· This is a reminder to the Israelites (and to the church today) to put behind them the past.  They were to forget the alliances that kept them from God in the past and repent from those things and follow Him instead.  When they set their past behind them, then they would be attractive to the King and would enjoy His presence and His attentions.

“The King’s daughter is all glorious within;” (v. 13)

· The focus in this usage of King is actually the daughter.  The daughter represents those that belong to, and have been begotten by the King.  This is a reference that can apply, in our present time, to the church, but also could have applied to the children of the king of that day.  Those that are the begotten of the King are declared to be glorious within and clean and desirable on the inside.  This is a reminder of the effect a relationship with the King has on those that know Him.
“She will be led to the King in embroidered work;” (v. 14)

· This talks about the dress in which she is dressed.  While the previous verse talked about her heart and those parts of the King’s bride that are invisible, this verse talks about her exterior or her outside that would also be attractive to the King.  Taken to apply to us today, this means that God takes delight in the actions and the efforts of those that belong to Him.  As He sees them trying to live for Him with all their hearts, He sees their actions and activities and takes pleasure in them because they are dressed the blood of His Son.

“They will enter into the King’s palace.” (v. 15)

· This also talks about those that come with the daughter of the King.  While this is a little more veiled, as it applies to us today, it is a reference, again, to those that belong to the King.  Much like those that Christ described as those invited to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (See Revelation 19:9)  This is a picture of the blessed position that those that are invited, and have a place at the banquet, will enjoy.

Use of the term “Anointed One”: 

“Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You…” (v. 7)

· This is a reference to the fact that Jesus has a special place above all others in mankind.  Acts 4:12 tells us His is the Name given under heaven by which men must be saved.  This is not true of anyone else other than Jesus.  He is the Supreme man because He is the god man.  He is fully God and fully man and He is the Messiah!

Use of the name David:

(None)
Relationship between the king and the Lord:

“You are fairer than the sons of men; grave is poured upon Your lips’ therefore, God has blessed You forever.” (v. 2)

· The relationship between the King and the Lord is that the King represents God or stands for God.  The King’s anointed refers to His Son, Jesus Christ.  This shows the eternal place of Jesus, in God’s plan for eternity.  Jesus is not the religious leader of the hour, but He is the Supreme Commander of Eternity.

“Your arrows are in the heart of the King’s enemies” (v. 5)

· The Lord and the King are on the same side as the Blessed One and Mighty One resists the same people as God.  This shows the relationship of the king and the Lord to be either one and the same or at least on the same side.  This means to resist one is to resist the other.

Military victories of the king:

“Your arrows are sharp; the peoples fall under You…” (v. 5)

· While this verse does not specifically mention a battle, it does show the omnipotence or total power and domination of the king over those that would oppose Him.  This shows the writer’s view of God and also the writer’s view of the One that would come as Eternal King and His power over all people, and especially those that would oppose Him. This would provide a sharp contrast to the people, over their kings that were sometimes defeated in battle.
The righteousness or justice of the nation during the reign of the king:

“…A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.” (v. 6)

· This verse clearly looks forward to the coming of the King (Jesus), when He will reign the world with uprightness.  This means He will always do right and will force others to only do right.  This would be a far cry from even the writer’s day, when the kings killed each other to take over the throne from each other.

“”You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness…” (v. 7)

· This is a reference to the writer’s view not only of God, but of the nation during the reign of the present earthly king and it looks forward to the coming of the King that will reign in righteousness and truth and fairness in the future.
Themes and Theology in the Psalm

Here are some observations about God and our relationship with Him from this psalm:

· This psalm describes God as being full of grace and standing ready to forgive those that have done wrong.

· This psalm describes God as standing for truth, meekness and righteousness.  This is what God stands for and also what He looks for in those that follow Him.

· This psalm also describes God as wanting to teach people to follow Him and to teach them awesome thing they could not know on their own.  These things include what it means to be truly happy in this life and how to be prepared to face the next life.
· This psalm states that God loves righteousness and hates wickedness.  This is a far cry from those that would have followed corrupt kings that fell away from following after God.
· The Psalm contains a general description that says the King wants His daughter to be clean.  This is the same as Christ, when He sad that he came so that our sins might be washed away in the cleansing of forgiveness.  This is what the King wants for His daughter and for His bride.  It is what He deserves.
How Do I Apply This to My Life?

This Psalm gives a powerful reminder of the life we are called to live for God.  We are called to love the things that He loves and hate the things that He hates.  We are called to live lives that are clean and beautiful, while submitting to His kingship over our lives.  The problem for us today, is that we can’t do this on our own.  However, when a person comes into right relationship with Christ as Lord and Savior, he is declared clean.  It is then up to us to live out what we have been declared.  If there is some sin that is fighting to take over my life, I need to confess it to God and turn away from it and follow Him.
Similarly, this Psalm does a great job of showing just how much God loves us.  That means that my life can be lived for Him out of that love and not out of obligation.  It means that He is cheering for me to succeed and not merely waiting for me to fail.  It means that God is intensely interested in my life.  If I am struggling with accepting God’s forgiveness, this Psalm is a great reminder.
Psalm 45:  God’s Love for Us for the Future
1. Who is the author of this Psalm?  What do you know about the author?

2. Why did the writer say he was writing this psalm?  (v. 1)

3. How does the writer describe the King in the following verses:

a. Verse 2:

b. Verse 3:

c. Verse 5:

d. Verse 6:

e. Verse 7:

f. Verse 8:

4. What does the writer of the Psalm call the daughter of the King to do in the following verses:

a. Verse 10:

b. Verse 11:

c. Verse 12:

5. How does the writer describe the daughter of the King in the following verses:

a. Verse 13:
b. Verse 14:

6. How will the companions of the daughter of the King react to her?  (v. 15)

7. What does the writer mean by “In place of your fathers will be your sons?”  (v. 16)

8. What does the writer promise to do for the King because of His greatness?  (v. 17)

9. From our perspective, and looking into the future, match the following terms from the Psalm with their application today:

a. The King

b. The writer of the Psalm

c. The daughter of the King

d. The daughter’s companions

e. King’s enemies

1. 
The Church

2. The reader of the Psalm

3. The Lost People

4. Christ

10. What do you think is the main point of this Psalm?

11. Does this Psalm still apply today?  Why or why not?

12. What needs to change in your life as a result of what you have read?
mes•si•an•ic � HYPERLINK "" \l "_ftn1#_ftn1#_ftn1#_ftn1" �\�ˌme-sē-ˈa-nik\ adjective


[probably from French messianique, from messianisme]


(circa 1834)


1 : of or relating to a messiah


2 : marked by idealism and an aggressive crusading spirit 〈a messianic sense of historic mission —Edmond Taylor〉





Reminder!


Not all features will be included in every Psalm.  Don’t frustrate yourself looking for what is not there.  What is there should jump out at you, after a while.  Write those down and move on.








